
OPLURIDAE 
1843  Doryphori Fitzinger, Syst. Rept.: 17. Type genus: "Doryphorus (Cuv.) Boie". Based on 

an altered concept and treated as unavailable by Frost and Etheridge, Misc. Publ. Mus. 
Nat. Hist. Univ. Kansas, 81: 39.  

1983 Opluridae Moody, in Rhodin and Miyata (eds.), Adv. Herpetol. Evol. Biol.: 39. Type 
genus: Oplurus Cuvier, 1829.  

1996 Opluridae—Titus and Frost, Mol. Phylogenet. Evol., 6: 49.  
1997  Oplurinae—Macey, Larson, Ananjeva, and Papenfuss, J. Mol. Evol., 44: 673. 
1998  Oplurinae—Schulte, Macey, Larson, and Papenfuss, Mol. Phylogenet. Evol., 10: 374.  
2008 Oplurinae—Münchenberg, Wollenberg, Glaw, and Vences, Amphibia-Reptilia, 29: 319.  
Range: Madagascar and nearby islands.  
 
 
Chalarodon Peters 
 
1837  Tropidogaster Duméril and Bibron, Erp. Gen., 4: 329. Type species (by monotypy): 

Tropidogaster blainvillii Duméril and Bibron 1837, by monotypy. Suppressed for 
purposes of Priority and Homonymy and placed on the Official List of Rejected and 
Ivalid Generic Names in Zoology by Opinion 955 (Anonymous, Bull. Zool. Nomencl., 
28: 26-27).  

1843 Ptychosaurus (Tritropis) Fitzinger, Syst. Rept.: 59. Type species: Tropidogaster 
blainvillii Duméril and Bibron, 1837, by original designation. Tritopsis suppressed for 
purposes of Priority and Homonymy and placed on the Official List of Rejected and 
Ivalid Generic Names in Zoology by Opinion 955 (Anonymous, Bull. Zool. Nomencl., 
28: 26-27).  

1854  Chalarodon Peters, Monatsber. Preuss. Akad. Wiss. Berlin, 1854: 616. Type species: 
Chalarodon madagascariensis Peters, 1854, by monotypy. 

1885  Chalarodon—Boulenger, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus. Nat. Hist., 2: 128.  
Range: Arid and semiarid regions of southwestern Madagascar, throughout most of Tuléar 

Province, extending into southwestern Fianarantsoa and extreme southwestern Majunga 
Provinces. 

 
Chalarodon madagascariensis Peters 
1837  Tropidogaster Blainvillii Duméril and Bibron, Erp. Gen., 4: 330. Type locality: 

"inconnue". Holotype: Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. Paris No. 6869. Synonymy by Etheridge, 
Bull. Zool. Nomencl., 25: 224-226. Suppressed for purposes of Priority and Homonymy 
and placed on the Official List of Rejected and Ivalid Species Names in Zoology by 
Opinion 955 (Anonymous, Bull. Zool. Nomencl., 28: 26-27).  

1843  Ptychosaurus (Tritropis) Blainvillii—Fitzinger, Syst. Rept.: 59. (Official Index (Invalid), 
Op. 955, 1971) 

1854  Ch.[alarodon] madagascariensis Peters, Monatsber. Preuss. Akad. Wiss. Berlin, 1854: 
616. Type locality: "Madagascar (St. Augustins-Bay)". Syntypes: Zool. Mus. Berlin No. 
4360 (2 specimens), 5617, 9214 (2 specimens). 

1885  Chalarodon madagascariensis—Boulenger, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus. Nat. Hist., 2: 128. 
1885  Tropidurus ? blainvillii—Boulenger, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus. Nat. Hist., 2: 178. 
1933  Tropidurus blainvillii—Burt and Burt, Trans. Acad. Sci. St. Louis, 28: 45.  



1942  Chalarodon madagascariensis—Angel, Mem. Acad. Malgache, 36: 89; Pl. 13, Fig. 3. 
1969  Chalarodon madagascariensis—Etheridge, Bull. Zool. Nomencl., 25: 224. 
1977  Chalarodon madagascariensis—Blanc, Faun. Madagascar, 45: 20 59; Pl. 7.  
Range: Arid and semiarid regions of westner and southern Madagascar, throughout most of 

Tuléar Province, extending into southwestern Fianarantsoa and extreme southwestern 
Majunga Provinces. 

Comment: Münchenberg, Wollenberg, Glaw, and Vences, Amphibia-Reptilia, 29: 324, 
suggested that this binominal covers at least two species, one unnamed population from 
the plains of southeastern Madagascar, and the other (which includes the type locality) 
from the western regions.  

 
Oplurus Cuvier 
 
1829  Oplurus Cuvier, Regne Animal., Ed. 2, 2: 47. Type species (by monotypy): Oplurus 

torquatus Cuvier, 1829, by monotypy. The subsequent designation by Fitzinger, Syst. 
Rept.: 17, as Oplurus sebae Duméril and Bibron, 1837, is invalid 

1843  Hoplurus—Fitzinger, Syst. Rept.: 76. (invalid emendation of Oplurus Cuvier, 1829) 
1885  Hoplurus—Boulenger, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus. Nat. Hist., 2: 129. 
1952  Oplurus—Savage, Copeia, 1952: 182. 
Range: Western and central Madagascar and Grand Comore Island. 
 
Oplurus cuvieri (Gray) 
1829  Oplurus torquatus Cuvier, Regne Animal., Ed. 2, 2: 48. Type locality: "Brésil". 

Holotype: Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. Paris No. 1433. Secondary homonym for Tropidurus 
torquatus Wied, 1821.  

1831  Trop.[idurus] Cuvieri Gray, in Cuvier, Animal Kingdom (Griffith), 9—Appendix: 41. 
Substitute name for Oplurus torquatus Cuvier, 1829.  

1837  Oplurus Sebae Duméril and Bibron, Erp. Gen., 4: 361. Type locality: "Brésil". Holotype: 
Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. Paris No. 1433. 

1843 Hoplurus Sebae—Fitzinger, Syst. Rept.: 76. 
1854  H.[oplurus] Barnardi Peters, Monatsber. Preuss. Akad. Wiss. Berlin, 1854: 616 (part). 

Type locality: "Madagascar (Bombatuka), St. Augustins-Bay)". Syntypes: Zool. Mus. 
Berlin No. 674 (2 specimens), 3951, 5393. Synonymy by Boulenger, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus. 
Nat. Hist., 2: 129.  

1885  Hoplurus sebae—Boulenger, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus. Nat. Hist., 2: 129. 
1942  Hoplurus sebae [sebae]—Angel, Mem. Acad. Malgache, 36: 83; Pl. 3, Fig. 4; Pl. 12, Fig. 

1. 
1942  [Hoplurus sebae] var. comorensis Angel, Mem. Acad. Malgache, 36: 84. Type locality: 

"Grande-Comore". Syntypes: Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. Paris No. 22-298, 22-299. 
Distinctiveness Implied to be not be substantially different from the rest of the northern 
population by Münchenberg, Wollenberg, Glaw, and Vences, Amphibia-Reptilia, 29: 
323.  

1952  Oplurus cuvieri—Savage, Copeia, 1952: 182. 
1952  Oplurus cuvieri cuvieri—Savage, Copeia, 1952: 182. 
1952  O.[plurus] cuvieri comorensis—Savage, Copeia, 1952: 182. 
1977  Oplurus cuvieri—Blanc, Faun. Madagascar, 45: 28. 



1977  Oplurus cuvieri cuvieri—Blanc, Faun. Madagascar, 45: 28; Pl. 1. 
2004 Oplurus comorensis—Meirte, in Louette, Meirte, and Joacque (eds.), Stud. Afrotrop. 

Zool., 293: 199-220.  
Range: Subhumid regions of northwestern Madagascar from western Diego-Suarez Province 

southward into northern Tuléar Province and inland to the western slopes of Tananarive 
Province, with an isolated population in northwestern Fianarantsoa Province; Grand 
Comore Island westward of northern Madagascar in the northern Mozambique Channel. 

Comment: Münchenberg, Wollenberg, Glaw, and Vences, Amphibia-Reptilia, 29: 324, 
suggested that this binominal covers at least two species, one in the southern two-thirds 
of the island and another in the northern third.  

 
Oplurus cyclurus (Merrem) 
1820  Uromastyx cyclurus Merrem, Tent. Syst. Amph.: 56. Type locality: "Brasilia". Holotype: 

not located. 
1837  Oplurus Maximiliani Duméril and Bibron, Erp. Gen., 4: 365. Type locality: "Brésil". 

Holotype: Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. Paris No. 1431. Synonymy by Boulenger, Cat. Liz. Brit. 
Mus. Nat. Hist., 2: 130) 

1843  Doryphorus Maximiliani—Fitzinger, Syst. Rept.: 77. 
1945  Tropidurus cyclurus—Gray, Cat. Spec. Liz. Coll. Brit. Mus.: 225. 
1885  Hoplurus cyclurus—Boulenger, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus. Nat. Hist., 2: 130. 
1942  Hoplurus cyclurus—Angel, Mem. Acad. Malgache, 36: 84; Pl. 3, Fig. 30; Pl. 11, Fig. 4. 
1952  Oplurus cyclurus—Savage, Copeia, 1952: 182. 
1977  Oplurus cyclurus—Blanc, Faun. Madagascar, 45: 20; Pl. 1. 
Range: Arid regions of southwestern Madagascar throughout most of Tuléar Province and 

extending northward into extreme southwestern Majunga Province. 
 
Oplurus fierinensis Grandidier 
1869  Oplurus Fierinensis Grandidier, Rev. Mag. Zool., Paris, Ser. 2, 21: 341. Type locality: 

"Mafale". Syntypes: Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. Paris No. 7638 (4). 
1942  Hoplurus fierinensis—Angel, Mem. Acad. Malgache, 36: 87; Pl. 13, Fig. 1. 
1952  Oplurus fierinensis—Savage, Copeia, 1952: 182. 
1977  Oplurus fierinensis—Blanc, Faun. Madagascar, 45: 42. 
Range: Arid regions of southwestern Madagascar in the lower reaches of the Fiherenana and 

Onilahy river valleys, and on the Mahafly Plateau, western Tuléar Province. 
 
Oplurus grandidieri Mocquard 
1900  Hoplurus Grandidieri Mocquard, Bull. Soc. Philomath., Paris, Ser. 9, 2: 105; Pl. 2. Type 

locality: "Vananitalo (Forêt d'lkongo)". Holotype: Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. Paris No. 99-359. 
1942  Hoplurus grandidieri—Angel, Mem. Acad. Malgache, 36: 85; Pl. 12, Fig. 2. 
1952  Oplurus grandidieri—Savage, Copeia, 1952: 182. 
1977  Oplurus grandidieri—Blanc, Faun. Madagascar, 45: 47; Pl. 6. 
Range: Semiarid regions of southern central Madagascar in eastern central Tuléar Province and 

western central Fianarantsoa Province. 
 
Oplurus quadrimaculatus Duméril and Bibron 



1851  Oplurus quadrimaculatus Duméril and Bibron in Duméril and Duméril, Cat. Method. 
Coll. Rept.: 83. Type locality: "Madagascar". Holotype: Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. Paris No. 
1404. 

1856  Centrura quadrimaculatus—Duméril, Arch. Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. Paris, 8: 558; Pl. 22, 
Fig. 4. 

1869  Oplurus montanus Grandidier, Rev. Mag. Zool., Paris, Ser. 2, 21: 340. Type locality: 
"Fiérin". Syntypes: Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. Paris No. 95-173, 95-175. Synonymy by 
Boulenger, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus. Nat. Hist., 2: 131) 

1885  Hoplurus quadrimaculatus—Boulenger, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus. Nat. Hist., 2: 131. 
1942  Hoplurus quadrimaculatus—Angel, Mem. Acad. Malgache, 36: 88; Pl. 13, Fig. 2. 
1952  Oplurus quadrimaculatus—Savage, Copeia, 1952: 182. 
1977  Oplurus quadrimaculatus—Blanc, Faun. Madagascar, 45: 34; Pl. 3. 
Range: Arid to humid regions of central and southern Madagascar from the coast of southern 

Tuléar Province through the higher parts of western Fianarantsoa Province and northern 
central Tananarive Province. 

  
Oplurus saxicola Grandidier 
1869  Oplurus saxicola Grandidier, Rev. Mag. Zool., Paris, Ser. 2, 21: 340. Type locality: 

"Fiérin". Syntypes: Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. Paris No. 7637 (2). 
1942  Hoplurus saxicola—Angel, Mem. Acad. Malgache, 36: 86; Pl. 12, Fig. 3. 
1952  Oplurus saxicola—Savage, Copeia, 1952: 182. 
1977  Oplurus saxicola—Blanc, Faun. Madagascar, 45: 53; Pl. 5. 
Range: Semiarid regions of southern Madagascar in southern central Tuléar Province. 
Comment: Comment: Münchenberg, Wollenberg, Glaw, and Vences, Amphibia-Reptilia, 29: 

324, suggested that this binominal covers at least two species will ill-delimited 
boundaries 
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