The American Museum of Natural History's

SOUTHWESTERN RESEARCH STATION

Volunteer Job Description


Volunteers perform chores necessary to the daily functioning and long-term maintenance of the facility.  The three main chore areas are kitchen, housekeeping, and maintenance.


Volunteers are scheduled into specific work times each week.  Although work takes first priority, every effort is made to adjust the schedule to ensure that volunteers have time off when needed to address their research needs. Discussing your research requirements with the staff will aid us in helping you meet your goals.
Research Activities


Research opportunities abound at the Southwestern Research Station. The

volunteer is responsible for aggressively seeking out those opportunities and actively pursuing her/his individual goals. Most volunteers participate in research projects of onsite researchers. With approval of the Director, a volunteer may carry out an independent research project.


The nature of research activities varies widely, as do the skills and

techniques to be learned. A partial list of skills that can be learned includes data collection, computer entry, behavioral observations, time budgets, bird-blind observations, mist netting and bird banding, collecting lizards or toads, live trapping desert rodents, excavation of bee or ant nests, paint marking insects or lizards, radiotelemetry, caring for native seedlings, foliage sampling, establishing study area grids, censusing techniques, microscope use, habitat or vegetation mapping, care of captive animals, plant identification, and more. All activities are carried out under the direction and supervision of researchers or research assistants.


To help volunteers locate promising projects, a handbook of research projects is compiled each spring.  Volunteers can check the book and discuss with researchers the details of their work.  Most researchers are happy to share their knowledge in exchange for volunteer assistance.


In addition to field work, seminars by researchers are often held. These are both a forum to share research information and an opportunity to toss around ideas in current biological theory. Researchers are also a valuable source of advice on graduate schools and may be willing to write letters of recommendation.

Qualifications


Volunteers are expected to be mature, responsible, dependable individuals willing to pitch in and help with whatever needs doing.  

Time Commitment


Volunteer appointments are typically for a minimum of six weeks, but exceptions have been made. In the spring and fall, there are few researchers and many nature tours and individual naturalists staying at the Station. These are good times to work on one's own project. In the summer, there are greater numbers of researchers and more competition for volunteer positions.
Additional Information


Volunteers are responsible for providing their own transportation to and from the Station.  If arriving by plane, bus service can be arranged to Douglas, Arizona, where we can pick you up if you time your arrival for a Wednesday.


International volunteers should obtain a Tourist visa.

IF YOU HAVE FURTHER QUESTIONS, contact:
P.D. Hulce, Volunteer Coordinator







Southwestern Research Station
    







PO Box 16553







Portal, AZ   85632








520-558-2396








dhulce@amnh.org
Southwestern Research Station Volunteer Application
Complete the application, attach the information required in items

#2 and #3, and return via regular mail or email.
Applications are accepted at any time and are processed on a first-come, first-served basis.  If you are interested in volunteering during a certain time, please get your application in as early as possible.

NAME___________________________________________________________________    
Last                       First      Middle Initial         
Soc. Sec. # ______________________________
HOME ADDRESS

_____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________Phone___________________
MAILING ADDRESS

_____________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________Phone_________________________

EMAIL______________________________________________________________

Age    ______18-20    ______21-70    ______ over 70

Earliest date you can arrive______________ Latest date you must

depart___________________

SCHOOL NAME (if applicable)
_____________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL LOCATION  ____________________________________________________________

EXPECTED GRADUATION DATE _______________________________
LIST WORK SKILLS & EXPERIENCE
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Volunteer Application

Page Two

Because of our remote location, please describe any physical/medical needs you have:

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Who or what encouraged you to apply for the volunteer program?   _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
1.  Submit via regular mail one letter of recommendation from an instructor and one letter from an employer. Applications without letters of recommendation will not be considered.  
Letters of recommendation are attached ________will follow __________from:

_______________________________________________________________________
2.  Submit with this form a brief description of courses, work, projects or experiences in


(a) biology, and (b) other sciences.

3.  Submit with this form a brief statement of what you hope to accomplish while at the Station, including a description of any personal projects you may wish to pursue.

4.  Applicants may attach other information that might be useful in reviewing the application, including career goals and interest in pursuing graduate education.

Statement attached: Yes_______ No_______

If I agree to accept a volunteer appointment at the Southwestern Research Station, I will work for 24 hours a week on assigned work chores, including kitchen, grounds, and room clean-up, in exchange for room and board. The balance of my time is available to work with scientists on research projects or on personal endeavors. I will provide my own transportation to and from the Southwestern Research Station.

Signature______________________________________________________________     




    Applicant






Date

As parent or guardian (if applicant is under legal age), I grant permission for the applicant to apply for volunteer work at the Southwestern Research Station under the conditions described on this form.

Signature______________________________________________________________
                 Parent or Guardian





Date
3/04
