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Present Position: Astrophysicist Emeritus

Dr. Gezari joined the Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland in 1978. He received the NASA Medal for
Exceptional Scientific Achievement in 1989 for his work on infrared array cameras and his research on the Galactic Center.
Dr. Gezari has been a pioneer in the development of several new fields of observational astronomy, including:

1. First application of speckle interferometry (measuring diffraction limited stellar diameters in images blurred by the Earth's
atmosphere). 2. First 350 ym observations, and the study of cool star forming clouds. 3. Pioneered the use of array detectors
for infrared astronomical imaging, especially at thermal infrared wavelengths (5-25 um). 4. Produced the only infrared
astronomical catalog in the field of observational astronomy. 5. Active in new experimental tests of special relativity.

Educational Background

A.B. (Physics), Cornell University, 1966

M.S. (Physics), New York University, 1969

Ph.D. (Astronomy), S.U.N.Y. at Stony Brook, 1973

Post-doctoral Fellow, California Institute of Technology, 1974-1976

Research Interests

Infrared astrophysics

Star formation/interstellar medium
Galactic Center

Mid-infrared array camera development
Optical spatial interferometry

Direct detection of extra-solar planets
Experimental tests of special relativity

Current Projects

Physical conditions and very young stellar objects in Orion BN/KL

Energy balance and luminous sources in the Galactic Center

Direct detection of extra-solar planets

Tests of Lorentz invariance by two-way lunar laser ranging

Search for evidence of a preferred reference frame for the propagation of light by one-way laser ranging.
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